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Impotent Males: Problematizing The Discourse on
Male Sexual Dysfunction in Malayalam Cinema

Shafi. P

Despite being fundamentally a medical condition, male sexual
dysfunction manifests as a construct of 'disability’ within diverse socio-
cultural power structures. The medium of cinema assumes a pivotal
role in shaping this social construction, necessitating a nuanced
exploration of the dialogic relationship between male sexual dysfunction
and film within the domain of disability studies.

Malayalam cinema, as a representative case, has consistently
marginalised the agency of men grappling with erectile dysfunction.
The initial perpetuation of this marginalisation stemmed from the
condition's lack of visibility, but subsequently, the influence of opposing
forces compelled Malayalam cinema to bring this issue to the forefront.
This scholarly inquiry seeks to unravel the hegemonic discourses
inherent in the visibility of male sexual dysfunction within the theoretical
frameworks of disability studies and cinema studies. The study
systematically investigates the emancipatory prospects for men
contending with sexual dysfunction who find their agency rejected
within the narrative constructs of Malayalam cinema.

Key words: Erectile dysfunction, masculinity, disability studies, agency,
heteronormativity.
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»WeM1enomoB1el. eloGWIRLIVEMANIOANBB AMIaHI0}OS
GQI$2II@d Mlamo B:06eMIVGEISS @RYMMBEOOD® 9@3a|0Gla flenom)
@H)AN 0)alnl0ROW TVOWI® @Y EOWEEBUBAFILOI®) HBHIENZO
oM@, TVUENIRHTAT GaUIFIHEBO EHOITVANBHEBO DalcWIUTla] D
ol MIaM)o B:06mMles) @RYMMBo MMTIBHOMo MOWEMRIWS
@0BORY0 BHEENBOMIMIMBS ©)ala ORIV TVIWID B0)HHOM3 Ml
DB UBBHICBHENBM)6NS.

ElloGUORLIVEMENOANBS AMYAHUJV)OS HHEIOUIIB:TVIWD
U3 BYUOLAIDMBNBIHNNASIBHW)0 @D VIOV HIBIHMVICEIHE
@MBOO® @30 [0Gla{lenEH®)o 621QEMINPoem aVlmlacieel
EfloGUIRLOIVEMENOANBS  al)OJaHM  BHBOM Y DINYENIEIANO).
(I @3a10BEM OO EIUIHMOW (A I®Y)TBIIBM Cd{(Bld:yROW
ClMAIBWOOLION]BH®ES @RAIOTLAIMOD) (al®lat Olee)am,
GMORAOLIA  TVELTa|NUOTEOIM)  @RAIEMLAOMED  alBlXIG)
)88 00010OEM (aI®laHOlENIMM, TVELTBEMMRIW AVODYaO]E:-
MV20MIEHIBNB BRUIBH00 UMW @RAIMIALIHHNEMIOLIET) @O
TMVoRAIYR0AN:. aldlAlTl 60) ‘®¢lallelnwn’ GR:OGIBIEH)d:.

al)0)oHOOLIWIBHMOW  (AIUOMAUGIEN Bl 2|)O&H06NE  aflmy
@RUWB:00a1001}0 M@LISIOm @PWIHCIMARAIW TVA}OCHNT
£60I0)RLYEBBUBHNBS (Al 1HICDSH: alBln0I00 HIEMIMBS (VOA
@06 2LIVISMVIMI2BSIT3 B:06M)aAN®). @R MIRIYEE) (Al
9QI0)ELIEBUEENBS AUYAUTLNJAN® alGln0006BBEBISM)MNIMW]a]
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20(@206m 623 Qfluoa1e:0la QR0 2IMTLOIMEBBUBHS TVLOUWYD®
BB O).
DaloaNI0

2e1QI8MVINID  of)BnoeIom)o LiloGUNIRLOVEMEN)0ANBS
aR0}HUOMY HBODIDIOOD MF100HBlafl5NE. B0) CLISONC @RO)
MOWYR0B 1@ LiloGNIRLIVMEN)0ANSS al}0}aHMBRIH®
@B AUBIBHB2J010)aM). allG3ENILIOmMEIW OO 1W-TVo0a
"0018 2)EIMQEEBU3 @)elo LiloGNIRLOVEMENOANBS al)0)aUM) 2010
-0 CUAHMBS MLIVI8 TVIMIAWIG3 MOODERYM BSIDT3 BLUOLD
eigla)). 0D cISODIIEN0 AlloGUIRLIVEMERNOANBS o )0}aHM ALIVOSB
WMa1@d  &3emyMIeomlmmoem. £loGWIRLIVMEN0AT
aflglor@lenom 200060002eM, LfloGNIRLIVEMHP)0ANBS
aR0)aHM HOHLIOWIHIMMBo MLOWIRL], LiloGUIRLOVIMENOANSS
a}0}aHMROB OBHILIIDBIHSB)0 (EH)0MBRA0)RIOMHINLIONBS
2)(B&) O ENennsIam  &AOmMI0OTMVo TLIWIAIHH)AN D).
a)0}axH06MIDI@B  £iloEIBMIBWe PEMATMAN G OOBILIET
efloGUORLIVEMEN)0ANBB al)0}aHOM AUIMI2 ©)alalO20W]
(1@l IM@).  Ha05e00eModeaglalldloeswie M@englom
BRWIMIH@WESW)o @RUIBH00WSD@NBHBI6M DD MOOTVHOID
WM D86 M@.

efloGnIRLIVEMENOANBS A O}UM 2LIVO8 MIIMINWVIG3
&HBOMy™ILo AlleaaImaMNoMAale LGS, AiloGUORLOIVMEN)O
8BS al)0)euem MITGIPRl (aldSMeEBEed Wla)o &:06m3loe
@RYMMBo IEleNMM WleIdlod MMl 0)alnl0200] MAllH:ClEne]
S)GMIOLO6). @RI (210008 BlvdVilws 2O(@@06M ARIRISIVITIIA
Menlcd  af)omlols)88o.

@)0laJ 0

1 BLUoLOMMBANo @RELYOM MVlmlaw)o (visual pleasure and narrative cinema)
o) GRIAINOMICE LIENIOG &HEMIS] ceigomIeel &)Slees
MoIaWIBe}M 2MWIMI (@ aVIELOMMEBOS DalGWOWla]
af)BBOM@oeM amlmlawleel MOIVEHM &0emlWIes @YBA U
enfloenIaoSyMe®a) ¢eo addall allvoale:Glen)am). 6-18 @Oavo
(01088 5150 HENISIVIG @M@ (al@lenilosnio & 6nS
oalen)a), @oam ®10lajolw)an). ®emM @eaNn GRBAEw
enfloINoeMOE®M)o @MNHE TLIWIALIAM® GRTIM  HalGIMID:)
OO0 HO)®] GRHOEROMICWINS @RYBAUWMIlomIndW] & 6ne
(a1@6NHlosNICOmIS $)5l GIBOCLIHAISIA).
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MaoMm20WT oMl MIVWHOHM @RRAWMIlomIndIW] &Hene
@RYOVOGICWINS @OBOGMY0 (aldailanam).

mirlagleal M@ ®oo ¢MogEElenns MOV AUNT®)AUGIEOO] 4]
passive @GRQ®)o al}0)aHe®M MIBAUIA0H®INBS active @RQY®)o
@RAUMGla{len)M®ow)o ¢e100 acdail allvodle:dleeyan) (Laura Mulvey,
1989).

2 almla $0emyan H06mles B0} @oo Bglem) EMISOmIHd
@RMMoeM elclenymMmeman ¢eioo acdall m1oleulsen)an).
@Loﬂoqﬂnmoc@ MEHICaI0an1ell® af)dm VBHEININOOD GIMNOW]
9alcVORlenM). @leYQdleal moslello)m gl emIgOTland
@RMBEOMINS HAUS MBS V(B 1TeEl 2 N(@6BBUB 061 B:06MYAM).
MOMI0) MO0 HOLIUTS @BRYMMo Bxslwosn (Laura Mulvey, 1989).

3 W@lwyes amommlwio alj@}edMI@d  elo®E208MIBWO
2MABOMOAM)0o al}0)aHM M@ 20lHSHNM® d(®1ow
H}QOCMIoUMO 21T ®)o MWD BHUWBM IS0 MW (@0
ARl lIMOICREGR0W  (sadistic) @RYMMBo GHHENBOIHIWVWONEMAN)o GEIOO
o@dall wloleulen)am).
eflonGaBMIRWO (castration fear) GlaNdWIA @RAUMGa flag QMUDOTV(@
MB@3q 206, @OM eflowo all®oal ca0Elee)E20 af)aD H)SIOS
BOMIMI®. @RYEMWIHOIOTVDOODIT @O0 MIBAA0B®Io

mW(oqu%se)ogjsgczmo af)IMm BWo ®&MNWIEMI® (Laura Mulvey, 1989).
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